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Sakore Nagar: Pedestrians’ nightmare

Bikers endanger pedestrians

A man riding his two-wheeler on a footpath on Symbioziz Road near Sakore Nagar

By PARTIDHI MAHESHWARI

he footpath on Symbiosis road being
nzad for driving i3 2 comimon sipght;

however, the frequency with which
such traffie violations are increasing is con-
cerning Footpaths are intended for uze only
by pedestrians, and riding on them can be
dangerous for the rider and the perzon on
foot.

There is almost a daily flouting of traffic
rule: on the road from Sakore Wagar to the
Symbioziz Viman Nagar Campns. Several
individuals who work in offices on the right
side of the road avoid taking the long route
and uze the footpath az a shortent during
morning hours. On the other hand, riders
of two-wheelers also use the zidewalk to
bypass traffic congestion on the road conve-
niently.

Himanshi Marwah, a college student who

takes that road daily. haz faced this issue
zeveral times, "I remember a2 few of them
continuously honking, trying to get ahead
of the people walking. It’s getting more and
more difficult to walk on footpath: nowa-
days.” She adds. “It"s nidiculows how the
two-wheeler drivers trespass the footpath
and argue back when gquestioned on the
same.”

Thiz iz a common problem it many cities
in the couwntry, particufarly Pune. The Pune
traffic police have implemented varions
meazures to address the izzue, which in-
clude illegal parking on footpaths, riding on
the wrong zide, and driving on pavements.
“They are charged under section 177 MVA,
and we impoze a fine of Ra. 500 for a frst-
time offender and Rz 1500 for every repe-
tition.” said Traffic Police Officer PN Dafta
Fulsundar.

Dr Bhama, Dean of Academics and Administration. unfurls the tricolour

By UZMA AFREEN

I ke -any other corner: of India, the
morning of 26 January was grested
by the likes of Sandese Aate hain
and Ae Watan at the Symbiosis Campus of
Viman Nagar A short and simple celebra-
tion was organised by Symbiosis Centre for
Manzgement Studiez (SCME) to commemo-

rate the 7dth Republic Day.
The ceremony started with Dr Bhama Ven-

kataramani. Diean of Academics and Ad-
ministration at Symbiozis Internaticnal Uni-
versity, vnfurling the national flag. She was
joined by the directors of the three campus
mstitntes. Dr Adva Sharma of SCMS, Dr
Sanjeevani Avaachit of Symbiosis Insti-
tote of Deszign (SIDY) and Dr Sreeram Go-
palkrishnan of Symbiosiz Centre for Media
and Communication (SCMC)

(Cont’d on Page 4)

Botched-up and dangerous

1 | |

A damaged and unrepaired portion of the road

By SOHAM SHAH

Thﬁ horrible condition of the first lane
of Salkore Nagar, which lies jost be-
fore the main Sakore Nagar road
when goitig from the Asrport, has been a

constant sonrce of mizery for the residents
of that area.

Due to the presence of oumercusz hostels,
payving guest rooms, and student apartments,
the road sees a lot of traffic every day. The
road was dug up multiple times to mstall op-
tic fiber cables but not put back well. There
1z also 2 small streteh of the road where mul-

tiple patches have been made, all worse than
before. leaving behind 2 tangled mesz of
hole-ridden vneven patches

Vehicles, especially two-wheelers, have fo
be very careful while driving as the nneven
road and presence of sand has made it 2 dan-
gerous tazk to drive throngh Even walking
iz not zafe.

Assistant Muonicipal Commiszioner of Wagar
Road-Wadzaon Shert ward office Somnath
Bankar did not answer hiz phone when
reached out for comments on when this road
would be fixed.

By PEANOTIABHYANEKAR

The Viman community has observed
injured stray animals along the side-
walk of Wew Airpori Road over the
last few month:. However, observer: tend
to find themselves nidden with confiision
and compaszsion in such situations. Here's
where citizen initiative steps in and pro-
vides a potential course of action

Pedestrians walking along the sidewall

Distressed animal?
How you can help

Saroj Soparkar, Founder of WAS, with a rescued animal. (Photo Courtesy: WAS)

on the New Aisrport Road, specifically
the stretch between Symbioziz Center for
Media and Commumication (SCMC) and
Symbiosiz Law School {SLE), have often
encountered injured stray animals These
include caty and dogs wounnded due to road
accidents. People often feel sympathy to-
wards an amimal in pain; however, they are
largely unaware of what they can do about
it

(Cont’d on Page 4}




TOP PICKS

PATHAAN

By ANANTANARAYAN
DHANABALAN

The Baad=hah of Bollywood returns to the
big sereen with a bang m thiz igh-octane
action thriller SRE shines a2 the epony-
mouz hero who goes up against Jin (John
Abraham], a terronzt planmng an atteck
on India Despite itz predictable and con-
trived plot, Pathaan it commercisl cinema
at itz finest.

MISSION MAINU

By PFRATISHTHABAGAT

The hiztorical spyv thnller conldn’™ do juz-
tice o the storvline due to poor wmting.
Dedicated performance by the actors,
Orerzll 2 one time watch anly.

Rating: 2 %75

PIAZZA PIZZA BY LITTLE ITALY

By PARIDHI MAHESHWART

Piazza Pizzs by Little Italy 1= famous for
1ts bealthy alternative fo Pizza - the Pinza.
Lookine exacfly lile z thick-crust pizea
Jast rectangular, its siry and cronchy crust
surprizes the dimer. Ultmiately, the top-
pingz round the meal off

Must have: Keema Pmmza
To avoid: Garlic brezdsticks
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THE TWENTIETH WIFE

By ATHARV UNHALE

Vivid, astuie. enchantns The Twentieth
Wife iz the story of one of Indian hista-
v’z most famouns women - Mehnumniza
who later came fo be known &z Noor Ja-
han Albest fictionalized. the novel give:
the reader beautiful m=isht mto Mughal
hiztory. The book demands imfimching
zttention from the reader and makes fora
zatizfyine read.

By ATHABY UNHALE

fter the new year began for Pone
with an extenzive city-wide beantifi-
cation drive, the city 1% back to gor-

mal with dug-vp roads, garbage and disap-
peared flower beds. The city hosted G-207s
first Infrastrzcture Working Group Meeting
on 16th-17th Jannary, 2023, A budget of Bs.
45 crores was approv ed by the state govern-
ment for the beavtification and concretiza-
tion of the city. The route from the airport fo
Senapati Bapat Foad, to be nzed by the del-
egdates. was cleaned. repaired, painted, and

over 4000 trees were planted on the ronte.

Punekars who were surprised at the beauti-
fication drive were guick to be dizappointed
as garbage returned to the streets_ the roads
were being dug-up again and the plants and
flowers: placed to welcome the delegates
were removed barely a week after the G-20
znmmit by the civic authorities, according to
Hindustan Times

“The flowering plantz on SE Rosd ate be-
ing pulled cot; every moming. I zee less of
thewm and more of miud spilled on the road.”
a Senapatt Bapat Road resident zasd. The
Chief Garden Superintendent. PMC. did not
respond to requests for comments.

Digging was also back on the roads. 5B
Road rezidents expressed their shock as the
cycle track made before the arrival of the
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After G20 facelift, it’s back to
orime and garbage

Flags of G20 nations can be seen on the stretch of New Bund Garden Bridge as part

of PMC’s beantification drive.

delegates waz dug up merely days after the
summit The cyele track near the Symbiosis
Campus is also betnp used az a parfing spot.
The Head of the Road Department. PMC re-
fised to comment.

I spite of efforts to make the G-20 route
more presentable, ]:m_ls. in other areaz of
the city complamed of being neglected. The
beantification drive also meant that slums

were coverad behind white curtains.

“Other areas of the city were overlocked
duning the past two months. & nomber of iz-
zues, incloding fixing potholes, shuthing off
the water supply every Thursday, onlawful
construction, waste dumping, and walloways
being overtaken by variou: encroachments,
were willfully overlooked or reversed,”™ a
Wagar Boad resident said.

Rapido closure dismays students

By PRATISHTHA BAGAI

a January 13, the Bombay High
Court directed bile-taxi aggregator
Rapido to suspend all itz operations
in the state imwmediately till Janvary 20 for
cperating without procuring a licenze from
the Maharashira gpovernment Manv regular
uzers. including some Symbiosiz students,
were affected by the shutdown, while cthers
switched to Uber and Ola for the time being.

Adyva Gautam_ 2
third vear Public Re-
lations sztndent from
B SCMC, said, “Rapi-
do was my top choice
when bocking a ride
becanse of i3 zubsi-
dized ratez and dis-
counts [ missed those deals while booking
rides on other apps when it was shut down ™

Vanshika Khanna third yvear Graphic De-

signing student from 81D, shares why Bapi-
do i3 her go to app. ©T personally prefer bike
rides, not just becapse it’s cheaper, but also
helps me cut throush the traffic. As'a girl
I find riding on Rapido bikes very safe a.ﬂ:i.
convenient ” After highlighting the app’s af
fordability, responsiveness and convenience,
she concluded, “Since I was in the habit of
uzing Rapido, the shutdown felt really in-
convenient.”

Shambhavi, a third vear Fashion Design-
ing student from SID saye, “"Comparatively,
Eapide respond: faster in peak hours than
Uber and Ola, and it's slightly cheaper, 2o
as a college smdent with 2 limited budget
I did prefer it Even thongh earlier it was
way more affordable, now it'z more or less
equally pricey, so I did not get bothered in
its absence.”

The HC was hearing a petition filed by Bapi-
do challenging the refisal by the Pune ETO
to grant a bike taxi aggregator licenze to

Bzpido and other similar entities. The hMaha-
razhtra government iszued a aotification on
Jatmary 19 prohibiting the use of non-trans-
port vehicles by ride agoregators, effectivaly
outlawing bilce taxis.

Ananyanaravan
Dhanabalan,  third
vear Journalism Stu-
dent from SCMC,
comments, “Rapido
shutting down iza't
the worst thing to hap-
pen, but for college 'k
students who live on ETLTEﬂlEl' limited hud-
gets, the bike taxis were a very affordable

option, especially for shorter distances. It's
alzo unfortunate that Fapido and all other
two wheeler taxi services have shut down,
including Uber and Ola ™
a big blow but definitely a dizappointment ™

and adds, “Tt'z oot

SCMUC staff shines at Sports Fest,
aims to win next year!

By ALLEN DAVID JAMES

he Symbiosiz Staff Sports Fest was
held at the Sports Complex, SI,

Lavale Campus. retuming after a
three-vear hiatus. With a variety of sports to
compete in SCMC’s staff (Men) enrolled
themselves for the cricket toumament and
entered the competition with unshalable
confidence and the great desire to win!

The team had been practicing at the SVC
Groond dilicently after college working
hours. and their effiorts were there to zee. The
team had a rollicking sfart to their campaion
with a comfortable victory against the SIU
B team_ with Vijay Jadbav top sconing and
helping them notch up 2 winning total The
team progressed into the quarter-finals after
a cloze game against SIBM Pone, winning
the match by just 10 runs. Vishal Jokare

captain and elegant batter. led from the front
with a swashbuckling knock of 25 off just 9
deliveries. which proved to be the difference
between the tvo sides in the end.

Although the team was knocked out in the
quarter-finals against DERW in what tumed
cut to be a high-scoring affair, the SCMC
Staff left the Lavale campus brimming with
jov and big zmiles on their faces with aspira-
tions to lift the trophy come next year
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Study tours are back again

By ANANYANARAYAN DHANABAT AN

he stodents of SCMC Batch '23 went

on their study tours in early January,

for the first time since the Covid-12
pandemic. This is a small glimpse into their
travels.

Journalism Study Tour — Delhi

The Joumalism' batch went to the nation’s
capital. where they pot the opportunity to in-
teract with senior leaders acros: the political
spectrom. The trip also imncorporated visits to
important historical sites in the country. Fi-
nally; the batch vizited the BBC office in the
city and spoke with the journalists.

Communication Management Siudy Tour
— Bengaluvru

The CM batch travelled to Bengalum, where
they vizited the Visvesvaraya Industrial and
Technological Museum, where they had the
chance to see and interact with several tech-
nical and non-techmical exhibitz. The tour
then went on to Bannerghatta National Park,
where they spent the day az one amongst na-
ture

Audio Visual Study Tour — Hyderabad

The AV batch kicked off Hyderabad by visit-
ing Huszain Sagar lake in the city, later bazk-
ing in the majesty of the Golkonda Fort and
the Charminar The stndents spent an entire
day at Ramoji Film City, where they gzot to
see several film sets and leamn about the craft
of filmmaking.

SALUTE AT INDIA GATE: Students poid
their respects af the National War Memo-
rial and visited India Gate on their laz

day in Delhi

POLITICS, POWER AND PROMISES:
Jourvialicm students had em insightful
comversationwith the BJP National Gen-
eral Secreiary, Vimod Tawds af the BJP
Headguariers in Delhi

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND: Advertis-
ing and PR studanis hove a blast at the
Jowaharlal Nehry Planetarivm fn Ben-
galuri

TRAVELS AND TUNES: The

Communicaiion Management made the

rindents in

best of a long and ardueus frain journey.

ONE LOOK UP: The AV batfch explora:
the Ol City neighbourhood i Hyder-
abad, Rome 10 the renowned monument
Charminar

REPORTING LIVE: IThe journalism
baich gat to tour the BEBC offices in New
Delhi and imteract with the Sroadcast
and digital feams.

HE IMPENETRARIE WALL:

af the Audio Visual branch lzar to ap-

Studewnis

iz

preciate the rich history of Hyderabad at

the Galconda Fort

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: AF stu-
dents poze with props ai Rameii Film

City, Hvderabad.
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SCMC Beauty shines in
Miss India Auditions

By ARYAZADE

eminz Misz India (2023) East zone
Fanditic-ns took place recently m

Trends Store at Shakespeare Sarani
Road. Kollcata, with the esteemed panel
of Jury members Kaustav Saikia (Fazh-
ion Photographer). Abhishek Dutta (Fazh-
ion Dezigner), Fubal Shekhawat (Femu-
na Mizz India 2022 - 1st Runner-up), Dr
Blozsom Kochhar (Happinezs Coach).-and
Ushazi Bay {Actrezs). Among the varons
azpirantz, one of our very own Vizhakha
Rai from batch 2023 has been zelected in
the Top 5 to represent JThartkhand. Chhattiz-
garh and Maharazhirs.

Vishakha shares her views on how bean-
ty paceants used to be about generalized
beauty standards_ but as time has changed,
the organization’s perspective has also
changed “It is all about strength confi-
dence, vour personality how von tackle
simations how good of a spokesperzon
you-are and how you hold yonrselfin those
5-inch heels always on your toes and yet
never fail to walk gracefally. That iz what
beauty papeants are gbout, and it iz hich
time we change the namative and let the
world know that it is not just about the
getieralized assthetic. Evervbody i3 wel-
come to join bedoty pageants regardless of
gkin coloonr, Beight or age. There i3 a plat-
form for evervbody where you' can raize
your voice. Take np apace and speak for
what vou stand for™

Since the age of 18, Vishakha has come a
lonz way. from parficipating in an online
pageant with 4000 applicants o mesting
many wonten from all walks of 1ife with
their unique stories and stroggles: With the
help of her mentors, Anjali Raut and Ale-
z1z Rant Vishakha has siven herall in the
past 13 months of intenze training, part-
time modelling, and “academics to reach
where she is now.

(Cont’d from Page 1}

Pecple often feel sympathy towardz an an-
imal i pain; however, they are largely vo-
aware of what they can do-about it. “Dead
animals are honestly almost always a hor-
ror to-see. I am vet fo come across: injured
animals. but I would want to help them get
treated if I do come across one.” says Adva
Gautam, a rezident of Symbioszis Girls Hos-
tel.

Saro] Soparkar’s organization, Wadgaon
Shert Animal Saviorz (WAS), introduced an
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A rather noisy birthday  waacicuaiw was cenzs

asks Pivush Mishra’s band

for Yen and Euro

By ADITI ERISHNAN

The most loval residents of the Symba-
ozis Girls” Hostel turned 30 thiz year
Well, technicatly - if vou consider the
fact that they're dogs and one dog year is
considered equivalent to seven human vears:
S0, Euro and Yen, the hostels Labrador re-
trievers, who were bomn on Janvary 4th. and
Jenvary 22nd of 2016, respectively. cele-
brated their birthday on January 14

Every year, the hostel administration organ-
izes & birthday bash for the two on the 13th
(the median date of their birthdays) This
year, since the festival of Lokt also fell on
Jenuary 14, they decided to combine the two
celebrations.

Like every vear, the stage was zet for the
birthday party - with birthday balloons, par-
ty hats, cakes, and & smacks counter And
in addition there was the Lohri bonfire and
loud music — which was in all likelthood too
loud for Yen and Euro. After all. zound levels
above 85 decibels are not just uncomfortable
but could also be harardous for dogs. And
Yen and Euro are not gethng any younger

5o, while the hostelites enjoved themzelves,
Yen and Evro were a little withdrawn afier
a point of time. Bonafires and lowd music are
not a dog’s idea of a birthday bash.

Yen (foreground) and Euro taking a
well-needed breather from the festvities.
{Photo Courtesy: Sorashi Sharma)

VNC celebrates R-Day

{Cont’'d from Page 1)

were present along with Celonel G S Rad-
kar, the Senior Campus Administrator.

Atwelve-member regiment led by Mr Shiro-
le zaluted the Tiranga as the national anthem
played in the background.

8. L, and D 1z the formula for success™,
Dr Adva stated az she shared an anscdote
from her childhood. “S stands for Sarazwaty,
that is knowledge, I stands for Lakshmi or
wealth. and IJ stand: for Durga, our inner
power _ “Thiz Republic Dav, I hope we all
identify our inner power, which lets us enjoy

Dr Adva Sharma, SCMS Director, ad-
dressed the gathering

Distressed animal?

emergency ambulance zervice to help these
animals in distress. As per the protocol,
anvone who sees an injured animal in need
of medical care can contact the ambulance
throngh the organization’s webszite.

“There have been days when we have re-
cerved more than 1,000 distrezs calls. But
there iz only one ambulance right now, and
it can carry aronnd five animals at & time,”
zays Saro] Scparkar:

Pune Municipal Corporation [PMC) alzo re-
lays amimal distress calls to WAS, and the

our happiness and also teaches us to face our
SOFTOWS.”

“Happiness 1z not the abzence of problems,
it iz the ability to deal with them™, Dr Adya
said. “And if we all have that power. we can
take care of our family, Symbiosiz and na-
tion. We can vse our knowledge wisely, and
the conntry will keep moving toward devel-
opment ™ she added.

The mesmerizing speech was followed by a
musical performance by the music clob of
SCMS, Encore. They were alzo joined by Dr
Smri faculty at SCME and Mz Sangita the
academic cocrdinator.

SCMS Mausic Club, Encore, gave a stir-
ring performance

By BOHAM SHAH

-amons actor-musician Piyosh Mish-

ra-and hiz band Ballimaran held the

zecond show of thewr latest tour m
Phoenix Marketcity in Pone: The band 1z
named after 2 sirect in Delhi where the leg-
endary Urdo poet Mirza Ghalib lived; hus
haveli still stands there.

Famous film fracks like Adarambl hai
FProchand from Gulaal and Ek Bagal me'
Chand Hoga from Gangs of Waszeyour
were obvious godience favourites, but the
band’s onginal compositions were huge
hit= too. O Hamiler, 2 Hindi song on Shakee-
apeare ‘s idea of Denmark in Homlst iz a
fresh and different concept Husng of Cole
Studio fame was requested by many in the
crowd, and Mishra obliped. Uth jio Bhau,
Mishra claimed. iz & parody song written
in the 90s. with references to the =mok-
ing ban in Delhi cormption scandals, the
election of Nawaz Sharif and the fall of
Imran Khan Balltmaran’s songs are a so0-
cial commentary on everything under the
sy, except caste (Mizhes himseif being a

Mishra’s songwriting skillz are one of the
best out there. The incredible msticity of
hiz zongs makes it very easy to mistake
therm for folk compositions. The show 1z a
very personal affar with Mishra preceed-
mg every sonz with-personal sfories and
-anecdotes. He describes his jourmey climb-
g the ladders of the Hind: film industoy
-and- hiz motivation belund writing every
zong: The cheeky humour prezent in all
hiz lyricz 43 a stnking reminder of Ghalib;
when a British officer looked at his torban
-and-asked him if he waz Muzshm, Ghalib
replied by zaying, “Only half 1 drnk wine
but I'don’t eat pork ™

How you can help

ambulance operates based on the proximity
and vrgency of cases.

The Chronicle reached out to PETA India
to discuss what humans can do to go be-
vond being mere spectators when they come
across wounnded animals: “If a person sees an
animal in distress or ifthey withess any cm-
elty toward an animal they should call their
local animal welfare group or PETA India
on our 24x7 helpline aumber, 9820122602,
PETA India receives more than 1,300 calls
a week.” zavs Deepal Chaudhary, the IMan-

ager of the Emergency Response Team at
PETA India:

Additionally, activists believe that the causes
of animal injuries and croalty are deep-root-
ed within people’s minds. Hence orgamiza-
tions like PETA and WAS are conduoeting
animal welfare awareness programs at the
school level zo that children do not loze sight
of their compaszsion and better understand
and appreciate animals
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